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I invite you to turn with me to Psalm 106 as we continue our study of this 

trilogy of Psalms 105-107. Let’s begin by reading the introduction to Psalm 

106 in [vs. 1-6].  

The Psalm opens with a call to praise—to celebrate the Lord’s goodness, 

specifically seen in His lovingkindness or covenant-faithfulness (hesed) 

which is unbreakable. In vs. 2 the psalmist boasts that no one can 

adequately express all the great things that God has done. No one could is 

qualified to proclaim all the praise He deserves. Too numerous and rich are 

His acts of lovingkindness for any human being to exhaust or fully express.  

How blessed is the one, then, in vs. 3, who consistently walks in 

righteousness—who poises himself to enjoy the favor of God. Vs. 3 

anticipates what is coming in the rest of the psalm—a rehearsal of Israel’s 

history in which their unfaithfulness tested God’s faithfulness. The psalmist 

anticipates a day when Israel will be exiled from the promised land because 

of their unfaithfulness. Yet he calls on God who has proven His faithfulness 

throughout Israel’s history to remember him and once again bring him back 

to the inheritance of His people.  

The Psalmist stands between two realities. On the one hand He holds up the 

impressive faithfulness and mercy of God. On the other hand He 

acknowledge and confess the sins of God’s people who are undeserving of 

God’s mercy in [vs. 6]. He recognizes that they deserve exile, they don’t 

deserve divine mercy, and yet calls upon the character of God to extend 

mercy to restore them according to His goodness and faithfulness.  

Psalm 106 gives us 8 snapshots of Israel’s waywardness that demonstrate 

God’s covenant faithfulness. What makes Psalm 106 so powerful, is that God 

                                                           
1 1) I am: Ex 7:17; 8:10; 8:19; 2) I am here: Ex 8:22; 3) I am preeminent here: Ex 9:16, 

29-30; 10:1 

is not only faithful to His covenant-promise, but He is faithful even in the 

face of Israel’s repeated unfaithfulness and rebellion.  

1. God’s faithfulness to deliver (Ps 106:7-12; cf. Ex 14-15) 

[vs. 7-12] The Psalmist here is referring to Exodus 14-15 where God 

has just delivered the Israelites from the hand of Pharaoh in Egypt. 

God produced 10 mighty plagues in Egypt to demonstrate 3 things: 

1) that He is, 2) that He is present I the land of Egypt, 3) and that He 

is preeminent (supreme) over all the other God’s of the earth—

"there is no one like [Him] in all the earth.”1  

After the last plague, the plague of death, Pharaoh finally 

commands the people to leave Egypt, but soon after changes his 

mind and begins to pursue them with his armies.  

Before long the Israelites were trapped between Pharaoh’s army 

and the Red sea. In their fear and desperation they cried out to the 

Lord, yet we know it was a cry of panic rather than faith because 

they turned and grumbled against Moses saying, 

“Is it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have 

taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you dealt 

with us in this way, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the 

word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, 'Leave us alone 

that we may serve the Egyptians '? For it would have been 

better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 

wilderness." (Ex 14:11-12) 

In their fear and unbelief, they forgot the many great things God 

had done to deliver them and they failed to comprehend the 

greatness of God these miracles revealed. So they rebelled and 

grumbled against Moses.  



“Nevertheless,” vs. 8 says, God “saved them for the sake of His 

name, that He might make His power known.” What was God’s 

purpose? To demonstrate His matchless power and glory! How 

would He do it? [vs. 9-11] 

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness 

is everlasting.” (Ps 106:1) 

Vs. 12—“Then they believed His words; they sang His praise.” 

Exodos 15 records the song of Moses as the Israelites sang and 

danced for God’s victory over Pharaoh. They finally make the 

connection between God’s works and God’s character, but would 

they remember the next time crisis arose?  

2. God’s faithfulness to provide (Ps 106:13-15; cf. Ex 15-16; Num 11) 

[vs. 13-15] This snapshot comes from Ex 15-16 and Number 11. 

When the Psalmist says “they quickly forgot His works,” how quickly 

was it? How much time lapsed between vs. 12 & 13? We know from 

Exodus 15 that is was only 3 days!  

After they had wondered in the dessert for 3 days without water, 

they came to a place called Marah (bitter) because the water was 

too bitter to drink. So they again grumbled against Moses. Yet in 

spite of their lack of their faith, God provided tree for Moses to 

throw into the water that made it sweet.  

Next the people grew hungry in Exodus 16. Surely this time they 

would remember and trust God to provide food just as He had 

provided water, right? But they grumbled against Moses and against 

God. Nevertheless, God provided Manna in the wilderness, in spite 

of their grumbling and lack of faith so that they would know that it 

was the Lord who had brought them out of Egypt.  

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness 

is everlasting.” (Ps 106:1) 

Pretty soon, however, the people got tired of eating manna every 

day, and so they grumbled again, this time craving meat. Once again 

God provided. This time He sent quail for meat but the people were 

greedy rather than grateful. Num 11 says that while the meet was 

still between their teeth, before it was even chewed, anger of the 

Lord was kindled against them and He struck them with a wasting 

disease so that many of them died. So they named that place 

Kibroth-hattaavah which means graves of desire (graves of craving), 

because there they buried the people who had died in their greed.  

3. God’s faithfulness is greater than man’s rebellion (Ps 106:16-18; cf. 

Num 15-16) 

[vs. 16-18] In Numbers 16 three men, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram 

rebel against Moses. They are jealous of his position of leadership, 

and so they entice 250 other prominent men to join them in this 

rebellion.  

Moses responds by saying, okay, let’s see who God has chosen to 

lead this people. We will all gather tomorrow with our 

censers/firepans of incense and the Lord will show us who He has 

chosen. When Moses summoned the men, only Korah came 

because to Dathan and Abiram were too arrogant to even respond 

to Moses summons.  

When the people gathered, the Lord told Moses and Aaron to get 

out of the way because He was going to bring down fire from 

heaven and consume the whole nation. But Aaron and Moses 

pleaded with the Lord to not wipe out the entire nation on account 

of a few who had sinned.  

So the Lord commanded the people to get away from these wicked 

men who had rebelled. Suddenly earth opened up and swallowed 

up Dathan and Abiram alive and fire fell from heaven and consumed 

Korah and the other 250 rebels.  



Certainly now the people would hold Moses in high esteem as God’s 

servant, right? “But on the next day all the congregation of the sons 

of Israel grumbled against Moses…saying, “you are the one who has 

caused the death of the Lord’s people” (Num 16:41). What an 

obstinate people! Again the Lord was ready to destroy the entire 

nation with a plague, yet in response to Moses and Aaron’s prayers 

and atonement for the people, the plague was stopped and the 

nation spared.  

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness 

is everlasting.” (Ps 106:1) 

4. God’s faithfulness is greater than man’s idolatry (Ps 106:19-23; cf. 

Ex 32-33) 

[vs. 19-23] This is the familiar story of the golden calf in Ex 32-33. 

While Moses was up on the Mountain receiving the ten 

commandments (the 1st of which was: you shall have no other gods 

before Me”) the people were down below forming and worshiping a 

golden calf.  

Why did they do it? Vs. 21 says that they forgot God their Savior. 

They forgot the mighty things He had done.  

God was so angry at the people’s idolatry that He told Moses to 

leave Him alone so that His anger could burn against Israel to 

destroy them and make a great nation out of Moses.  

But Moses pleaded with the Lord to have mercy on His people, for 

His own name’s sake and on the basis of His promises. And on the 

basis of this one man’s prayer for mercy God spared His people 

(though they were still disciplined for their sin).  

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness 

is everlasting.” (Ps 106:1) 

5. God’s faithfulness is greater than man’s unbelief (Ps 106:24-27; cf. 

Num 14) 

[vs. 24-27] Now we find ourselves in Numbers 13-14. God had told 

Moses to send 12 spies into the promised land to scope out their 

inheritance. When the spies returned, Joshua and Caleb said, “with 

God’s help we can take the land,” but the other 10 spies brought 

back a fearful report and convinced the people that their 

adversaries were too strong. They failed to remember the might 

power and supremacy of their God.  

Again the people grumbled, “it would have been better for us 

to die in Egypt than in the wilderness. Let’s appoint a leader 

and go back to Egypt” (Num 14:2,4).  

 

How often we too are prone to go back to our bondage—the 

very sin that God has rescued us from. And we do for the same 

reason. We fail to listen to the Lord, we fail to believe that 

what God offers us is better. There are some life principles here 

in vs. 24-25 of Psalm 106. Grumbling is a result of unbelief, 

failing to listen to the Lord and trust in His word. Every time I 

grumble its because in that moment I am not believing, I am 

not trusting in God’s supremacy over my circumstances. Faith 

says, “God is able!” But if we fail to remember the abundant 

lovingkindnesses of the Lord, we will drift back into the rebellion of 

unbelief.  

 

Because of the people’s grumbling and unbelief, the Lord 

sentenced an entire generation to die in the wilderness. Again 

Moses stands in the breach and pleads for God’s mercy on the 

basis of God’s character and reputation to not utterly forsake 

His people. While an entire generation does die in the 

wilderness, God pardons His people and allows the next 

generation under Joshua and Caleb to enter the promised land.  

 
“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness 

is everlasting.” (Ps 106:1) 



6. God’s faithfulness is greater than man’s infidelity (Ps 106:28-31; cf. 

Num 25) 

[vs 28-31] Numbers 25 records how Israel committed physical and 

spiritual infidelity with the women of Moab, engaging in harlotry, 

and worshiping their gods. One man was brazen enough to bring a 

Midianite woman with him to the tent of meeting (tabernacle). 

Again, a divine plague broke out against God’s people until Phinehas 

rose up and killed the man and the Midianite woman.   

On the basis of one man’s righteous intervention, God turned away 

His wrath from His people.  

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness 

is everlasting.” (Ps 106:1) 

7. God’s faithfulness is greater than man’s grumbling (Ps 106:32-33; 

cf. Num 20:1-13) 

[vs. 32-33] Once again the people grumbled for water at Meribah in 

Numbers 20. This time Moses in his anger dishonored the Lord by 

striking the rock instead of speaking to the rock. And because 

Moses dishonored the Lord before all the people, God barred him 

from entering the promised land.  

One thing that is consistently clear in Psalm 106, is that while Moses 

so often intercedes for God to have mercy on His people, and He 

does, it doesn’t remove the hard consequences of sin. God is holy 

and will take action against sin, yet He is merciful to often spare the 

lives of those who don’t deserve His grace.  

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness 

is everlasting.” (Ps 106:1) 

8. God’s faithfulness is greater than man’s utter wickedness (Ps 

106:34-42; cf. Deut 12:29-32; Judges) 

In vs. 34-46 the Psalmist describes the utter depths of wickedness to 

which the people sank throughout the book of Judges. It began by 

adopting the culture of the pagan world and ended in the voluntary 

slaughter of their own children to demons. How underserving they 

were of God’s mercy yet many times He rescued them because of 

His absolute faithfulness to His own covenant promise. [vs. 34-46]  

When the Psalmist says, “Give thanks to the Lord for He is good…,” the 

intensity of God’s goodness is found in His absolute faithfulness to His own 

character and covenant-promise of goodness and lovingkindness.  

When we say that God is good, certainly it means that He is good in the 

sense that He Is not evil, but its more than that. God is good in the sense 

that He will not tolerate evil but take a stand against it. Thus, we see all the 

plagues and judgments for sin in Exodus and Numbers (fire falling from 

heaven and the earth swallowing people up). Yet God’s goodness exceeds 

even His judgment of evil. He is good in the sense that He is merciful to 

those who don’t deserve His mercy because of sin, unbelief; those who have 

a spirit of grumbling rather than gratitude for His kindness.  

� Good: not evil 

� Good: does not tolerate evil—but stands against it 

� Good: extends mercy to those, who because of evil (sin), don’t deserve mercy 

Psalm 106 foresees the day when Israel will no longer be in the promised 

land—when Israel will be exiled because of their persistent rebellion.  And 

yet its with confidence that the Psalmist can pray that God in His 

faithfulness and goodness will one day bring them back so that God will 

receive the everlasting praise and thanksgiving He deserves. [vs. 47-48] 

If God’s goodness and faithfulness to His promise cannot be ultimately 

exhausted even by those who test Him severely, how much more blessed is 

the man in vs. 3 who keeps justice and practices righteousness consistently. 

If God is merciful to those who defy His goodness, how much more will He 

bless those who love, trust and obey Him. [vs. 1-3] 



Psalm 106 paints a remarkable portrait of God’s goodness and faithfulness. 

Yet, we have a something far greater to rejoice in than God’s covenant-

faithfulness to Israel. God has made a New Covenant with those trust in 

Him. Through the blood of His Son, He offers mercy to those who do not 

deserve His mercy. With our sin and grumbling, we have defied the very 

goodness of God, yet He offers us pardon; He offers us His enduring 

everlasting covenant-faithfulness and kindness. He promises to never leave 

or forsake those who come to Him in repentance and faith.  

So where do we begin? We begin where the Psalmist did in vs. 6: “We have 

sinned.” We recognize the wickedness of our sin and we forsake all trust in 

ourselves to completely rely on God’s goodness and faithfulness in Christ.  

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is 

everlasting.” (Ps 106:1) 

 

Prayer: 

� Uproot unbelief from our hearts the leads to grumbling, fear, and 

distrust.  

� Fill our hearts with confidence in your goodness that leads to 

courage, gratitude, and a ministry of mercy  


